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countryside. He was still more formidable when he became
lord of Coucy on his father's death in 1116, and it was not
until 1130 that he was finally brought to bay. His end was
in keeping with his life ; mortally wounded, he refused with
his last breath to give the order for the release of the victims
of his atrocities.
At ajiy rate, owing to the king's persistence and in spite of Enhanced
his ill-timed clemency, the task was finally accomplished prestige of
and all the robber barons on the domain were brought to book, monarchy
By so doing Louis laid the foundations of a new monarchy,
of which he may be said to have been the creator. He now
had a strong centralised domain, providing him with resources
and soldiers, the nucleus of the kingdom of the future* But
he had done more than this. He had restored prestige to
the monarchy, which had become once again the defender
of law and order, the protector of the Church. So churches
and towns outside the domain also began to appeal to him for
aid, and the desire for royal protection resulted in the
extension of royal authority. Quite rightly Louis VI had
concentrated on the domain, and been little regardful of
the general sovereignty claimed by his predecessors. Yet,
because of what he achieved with his narrower aim, he was
more truly king, and in a wider sphere, than they. Probably
he did not realise the full consequence of his actions, but he
had been guided by the right instincts towards the ultimate
goal of monarchy.
The barons of the domain were not all of the type described The
above, though most of them were guided solely by self- Garlande
interest.    Some of them aimed at a wider power by engrossing tteoffices of
the high offices of State, and Louis VI, who was no statesman, State
did not realise that they in their way were equally dangerous
to the monarchy.   The rivalry for power of the Rochefort
and Garlande families has already been mentioned.   In the
opening years of the century the Rocheforts held the upper
hand, and Louis was betrothed to a daughter of Guy of
Rochefort.   His  own inclinations  were in favour of the
Garla,ndes, and when in 1107 the Pope was persuaded to
annul the contract of marriage on the ground of consanguinity,
Louis openly threw in his lot with them.   Doubtless it was
this that caused the constant revolts of Guy's son, Hugh
of Crdcy.   Once king, Louis showered favours on the Garlande

